
K
A

B
U

T
O

W
A

R
I

Tr
ad

iti
on

al
 H

el
m

et
-S

pl
itt

in
g 

Te
st

 O
n 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 1
6,

 1
99

4 
m

as
te

r s
w

or
ds

m
an

 O
ba

ta
 T

os
hi

sh
iro

 K
ai

so
, f

ou
nd

er
 o

f S
H

IN
K

EN
D

O
, p

er
fo

rm
ed

 a
 re

co
rd

 se
tti

ng
 h

el
m

et
cu

tti
ng

 te
st

 u
si

ng
 a

 sw
or

d 
cr

ea
te

d 
by

 P
au

l C
ha

m
pa

gn
e 

of
 N

.Y
 th

at
 w

as
 o

nl
y 

lig
ht

ly
 p

ol
is

he
d 

an
d 

w
ith

ou
t a

 ts
uk

a 
(h

ilt
) s

av
e 

fo
r a

le
ng

th
 o

f n
yl

on
 ro

pe
 ti

ed
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
na

ka
go

 (t
an

g)
. T

he
 h

el
m

et
 w

as
 a

n 
au

th
en

tic
 o

rig
in

al
 o

f t
he

 H
in
en
o 

st
yl

e,
 d

at
in

g 
ba

ck
be

tw
ee

n 
15

73
-1

60
2.

  R
at

he
r t

ha
n 

us
e 

el
ab

or
at

e 
pr

ep
ar

at
io

ns
 li

ke
 o

th
er

s i
n 

th
e 

pa
st

, O
ba

ta
 K

ai
so

 p
re

fe
rr

ed
 to

 si
m

pl
y 

la
y 

th
e

he
lm

et
 lo

os
el

y 
on

 a
 tr

ee
 st

um
p 

to
 b

et
te

r s
im

ul
at

e 
a 

co
m

ba
tiv

e 
at

m
os

ph
er

e.
 A

fte
r t

he
 te

st
, t

he
 k

at
an

a 
bl

ad
e 

re
m

ai
ne

d 
un
da
m
ag
ed

.

K
ab

ut
ow

ar
i R

ec
or

ds
:

 D
at

e
Sw

or
ds

m
an

Le
ng

th
 o

f C
ut

19
94

O
ba

ta
 T

os
hi

sh
iro

 
(S

hi
nk

en
do

)
13

cm
/ 5

-1
/8

"
19

86
K

aw
ab

at
a 

Te
ru

ta
ka

(K
en

do
/Ia

id
o)

12
cm

/ 4
-7

/8
"

18
86

Sa
ka

ki
ba

ra
 K

en
ki

ch
i 

(J
ik

is
hi

nk
ag

e 
ry

u)
10

cm
/ 4

"

Fo
r m

or
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 P

au
l C

ha
m

pa
gn

e 
sw

or
ds

, c
on

ta
ct

 th
e 

"T
w

ili
gh

t F
or

ge
" 

48
 B

rig
ht

m
an

 rd
., 

 M
ec

ha
ni

cv
ill

e,
 N

.Y
. 1

21
18


	Kabutowari Records:

		2002-04-26T00:10:46-0800
	Nathan Scott




